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Komen Foundation Awards $17,000 Grant to Local Health Education Agency

BUFFALO, NY— The Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation Western New York Affiliate has awarded a $17,000 grant to LEWAC Associates of Western New York, Inc., a not-for-profit health education agency based in Buffalo.  The grant money, which was raised in 2002 through the foundation’s signature event, the Race for the Cure©, will be used to fund a series of breast health awareness workshops in each of six East Side area churches.


According to Catherine Lewis-Smith, LEWAC’s founder and CEO, African-American women have a significantly higher breast cancer mortality rate than Caucasian women. 


“We must raise awareness of the risk factors, prevention measures and early detection methods available to all women,” said Ms. Lewis-Smith. “There is a particular need to provide the necessary tools and education to African-American women.  The award from the Komen Foundation Western New York Affiliate will enable us to carry the message out to the communities where it is most needed.”

The Komen Foundation’s mission is to eradicate breast cancer as a life-threatening disease by advancing research, education, screening and treatment. The foundation was formed in Texas in 1982 by Nancy Brinker in memory of her sister, Susan Goodman Komen, who died in 1980 after a three-year struggle with breast cancer. With affiliates across the nation and the world, the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation is credited as the nation's leading catalyst in the fight against breast cancer. Since its inception, the Foundation and its affiliates have raised more than $250 million for breast cancer research, education, screening and treatment.


The 2003 Komen WNY Race for the Cure© is set for June 8, 2003 at 11 a.m. in Delaware Park.


LEWAC Associates of Western New York was founded in 1991, and since that time has offered a variety of community-based health education and outreach programs, designed to be carried out in neighborhood settings such as churches and community centers. Its breast health workshop series will be held at six area churches: Humboldt Parkway Baptist, Evangelistic Temple, Walls Memorial, Faith Baptist, First Shiloh and Loguen Memorial. For more information, call Aviva Merritt, LEWAC Program Coordinator, at 881-6111.
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