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Verizon Awards $8,000 Grant to Local Health Education Agency

BUFFALO, NY— Verizon has awarded an $8,000 grant to LEWAC Associates of Western New York, Inc., a not-for-profit health education agency based in Buffalo.  The grant money will be used to fund the development of a comprehensive health and human services information website to be implemented by LEWAC.


According to Catherine Lewis-Smith, LEWAC’s founder and CEO, the website is part of an overall initiative entitled “Project Impact: Narrowing the Digital Divide – An Access Point to Health and Human Services.” The goal of this project is to narrow the ‘digital’ gap found in traditionally underserved and uninformed populations, including the African-American community.

“Many in these communities are unaware of the help available to them because they aren’t computer-savvy and shy away from using the Internet as a helpful information tool,” said Ms. Lewis-Smith. “They are often intimidated by technology and don’t know where to begin.”

The award from Verizon will enable LEWAC to help bridge the gap by offering a website with easy-to-understand information covering all aspects of wellness, health management and human services resources, as well as links to many helpful and related websites. 

“When Project Impact fully rolls out, with the help of collaborative partnerships with several other organizations the intent is to provide computers in several East Side churches and community centers, where we will offer training and individual assistance in navigating the Internet and in particular, our new website,” said Ms. Lewis-Smith.

LEWAC Associates of Western New York was founded in 1991, and since that time has offered a variety of community-based health education and outreach programs, designed to be carried out in a variety of neighborhood settings.

--- more ---
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Verizon grant, cont.

The Verizon Foundation is committed to helping people and communities make progress every day.  The foundation supports a variety of programs that focus on improving basic and computer literacy, bridging the digital divide, enriching communities through technology and creating a skilled work force. The foundation promotes partnerships in technology with organizations serving the needs of diverse communities, people with disabilities, and the economically and socially disadvantaged. Locally, The Verizon Foundation in 2002 invested more than $1 million in grants and matching funds in Western New York. For more information on Verizon and the foundation, visit www.verizon.com.
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